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oO THE READER. 


FH E following Letter and Directions are extracted 

from a ſmall Treatiſe Of Education, firft printed in 
12** 1701. The Author appears to have been bred in the 
Univerſity of Cambridge, but has prefixed only the initial 
Letters of his Name. — The Publiſher, in furtherance of 


the Author's uſeful Deſgu, thinks proper to recommend a 


fet of excellent prudential Maxims ; moſt of which it na leſs 
concerns the Student, than it deth the Apprentice, to obſerve : 
They are contained in a Pamphlet, intitled, A Preſent for 
an Apprentice, &c. | h | 

One extract more, however, he cannot help adding from the 
Treatiſe on Education; viz. 

If any take occaſion to calumniate the Diſcipline of the 


Univerſities, becauſe ſome have there miſcarried : I would 


intreat ſuch to conſider, how places for Education could 
be better conſtituted : Where each young Scholar is pla- 
ced under the care of a Tutor; whoſe work is to inſpect 
his Pupil's Manners, as well as to inſtruct him in Learn- 
ing: That each College hath its Deans, beſides the Head 
of the College, whoſe work extends to the whole Houſe ; 
that where Tutors are remiſs, or unable to ſee the failurcs 
of ſuch as are under them, theſe may redreſs them: That 
the Univerſity hath its Procters, whoſe Province extends 
throughout the whole Univerſity, to obſerve and puniſh 
the miſdemeanors committed abroad. Let ſuch name any 
place, where there is a multitude of Youth, an Age prone - 
to Vice and Folly, where there are not the like miſcar- 


- riages as in the Univerſities. And whether it would be 


Juſt in any to tax a private Family, or the Maſter of it, 


.onlybecauſe one of his Sons or Servants was extravagant? 


And much more whether it be not unreaſonable in any 
Parent to blame the Univerſities for his Sons Immoralities, 
when they carried them from home with them ? Such (as 
Duin#ihan ſpeaks) ſolutt et fluentes non accipiunt e Scholis 
mala iſia, ſed in Scholas afferunt : though ' tis probable they 
become more exorbitant, when they meet with Compa- 
nions like themſelves, that will ſill further influence and 
corrupt them by thyir lewd; Examples,” — 
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A 
LETTER of ADVICE, &c. 


SIR, | 
* HE beſt way I have to expreſs the ſenſe of my 


obligations to your Family, 1s, to endeavour 
Your welfare, on whom all of us, who deſire its proſ- 
perity, have our eyes and hopes fixed; deſiring that 
as you are the Heir thereof, ſo you may become an 
ornament to it, and uphold its former reputation. 
Now, Sir, next to my daily Prayers to Almighty 
God for the obtaining hereof, I know not how I can 
any way contribute hereunto, but by giving you 
ſome Advice how you may improve your Youth to 
the beſt advantage, whereby your future Age may 
be ſpent to your own ſatisfaction and the good of 
others, and hereby to God's glory. 
Firſt, 1 entreat you often to conſider what you 
4 are, as a Man, a Chriſtian, and a Gentleman; and do 
not imagine that the Privileges of this latter, your 
Eſtate and Honour, can cancel the obligations which 
lie on you from the two former; but that on the con- 
trary, they lay new engagements on you, to become 
virtuous and uſeful. Do not think (as it may be you 
may be tempted to do) that you are born only tq 
eat and drink, and enjoy ſenſual pleaſures, and thence 
will deny your ſelf nothing that may gratify your in- 
clinations, This is to become a ſlave to your luſts, 
and a companion for Brutes. But conſider (1.) that 
you are a Man, you have an immortal ſoul that muſt 
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2 A Letter of Advice | 
live for ever in eternal happineſs or miſery, accord- 
ing to your demeanor in this world : And that you 


have a rational Soul, fitted for the ſervice and con- 


templation of your maker, and of his works; that 
its trueſt pleaſure conſiſts in ſuch noble employments ; 
—and that it is degraded, polluted and equalized 
with Beaſts, when preſſed to ſerve divers luſts and ſinful 
Pleaſures. And, (2.) as you are a Chriftian, you pro- 
feſs your ſelf a ſervant of God, and a diſciple of 
Chriſt; and that you have in your Baptiſm vowed 
allegiance to your great Sovereign, and profeſs'd an 
irreconcilable enmity to the Devil, and the corrupt 
luſts of your fleſh, and ought (as you will not be 


Falſe to that ſolemn vow you have made, nor loſe the 


recompence of reward which Chriſt hath prepared for 
his faithful ſervants) o wall worthy of the vocation 
 wberewith you are called: And that if you act other. 
wiſe, all your wealth and greatneſs will not purchaſe 
you the favour of almighty God, nor be able to bribe 
the great Judge when you ſhall appear before him to 
make your great account. Nay, ( 3.) conſider, that 
your Eſtate and Honour are fo far from excuſing you, 
that they lay the greateſt obligations on you to ſerve 
God, both in point of Gratitude, that you, conſider- 
ing theſe mercies of God, may preſent your ſoul and 
body as a living holy ſacrifice, moſt acceptable to bim; 
and in point of Duty, that you may faithfully dif- 
charge the Stewardſhip and Truſt committed to you. 
For your wealth and reputation, which give you 
great opportunities of doing good, are ſo many ta- 
lents committed to your management, of which 
your great Lord and Mafter will one day require an 


gecount. Concernin 9 which read Sir Mat. Hale's Great 


Audit. 
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Audit. Contempl. Part 1. You will have greater op- 
portunities of doing good than men of a lower rank 
enjoy, by encouraging religion and virtue among 
your Neighbours; Your Sobriety, Juſtice, Charity 
and Piety ſhall highly influence them, and engage 
them to imitate ſo excellent a pattern. When ſuch as 
are Great are eminently Good, they become the light + 
of the world; their light ſo ſhines before men, that 
others beholding their good ers, from the beauty and 
worth they ſce in them, are ambitious to imitate them, 
and thereby glorify our Father which is in heaven. For 
when they ſhall ſee you Temperate, tho' ſwimming in 
the midſt of great varieties; Juſt and Upright, tho 
armed with Power to oppreſs and grind ; Charitable 
and Helpful to your Inferiours, not deſpiſing them by 
reaſon of your Eſtate and Quality, that have placed 
you above them, but, as the Heavenly Bodies to the 
Earth communicate comfortable influences, re- 
lieving, helping, adviſing and comforting them : 
laſtly, when they ſhall ſee you religious and ſerious 
in God's worſhip, valuing his favour above all the 
world, notwithſtanding the ſcoffs of unreaſonable 
(tho' in their own thoughts witty) men, who deride 
whatever is ſacred: You, ſhall excite and encourage 
others to be good, by the worth and excellency of a 
holy life, as it appears in your actions. Further, you 
will gain more reputation and honour among men 
by being good and uſeful, which are the true accom- 
pliſhments of a Gentleman, than by all the ſplendor 
of your Parentage, and that luſtre which deſcends 
on you from your Progenitors. We ought, indeed, 
Sir, to honour you as the chief of an antient and 
noble Family: Yet, Sir, do not deceive yourſelf, as 
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if theſe things alone, tho' accompanied with an ample 
inheritance, will ſecure a true eſteem of you with 
wiſe men ; if you are not endued with thoſe noble 
qualities which render'd your Anceſtors conſpicuous 
and venerable. That which advanced the eſteem of 
your Forefathers, was their Piety; by which J un- 


# derſtand not a zeal for any Party, but a Chriſtian 


converſation, a ſtrictneſs in religious duties, a ſober 
temperate behaviour, a readineſs to do acts of cha- 
rity and beneficence, as there was occaſion, as well 
as of juſtice z a faithful diſcharge of publick Truſts 
and Offices committed to them, and a conſcientious 
avoiding, thoſe ſinful practices, which either the temp- 


tations of a plentitul eſtate, or the examples of a cor- 


rupt or Atheiſtical age induced others to wallow in. 
Now, Sir, by your diligent care to imitate whatever 
of this kind was praile-worthy in any of them; you 
ſhall not only preſerve, but advance the honour of 
your Family. To all which I might add, that Virtue 


is the chief promoter of Honour, in that even bad 
men cannot but reverence ſuch as be good, tho? they 
cannot entirely love them; and it they accuſe them, it 


is not for their virtues, but by maliciouſly ſuggeſting, 
that they are not in truth maſters of thoſe worthy 
qualities which they pretend to. 

To all this I add, that a holy upright converſa- 
tion is accompanied with the trueſt Contentment and 
ſatisfaction, which ncither wealth nor the applauſe of 
men will afford you: By which I mean, not only 
that inward joy, which proceeds from the ſenſe of 
God's favour and the hopes of future happinels, to- 
wards which Chriſtians chiefly aſpire ; but alſo that 


pleaſure which reſults to a man from the improve- 
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ment of his own ſoul, from the gradual advances he 
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makes towards its primitive accompliſhments (tho to 
be perfected in another life, ) from the knowledge 
of excellent things which he daily acquires, —and 
from that good he doth to Others, either private per- 
ſons or the community; according to that of the noble, 
and withal, pious Mr, Herbert in his Church Porch (a 
Poem containing excellent Directions how a Gentle- 
man ſhould frame his converſation) 


Ai worldly joys go leſs 
To the one joy of doing kindneſſes. 

Secondly, Knowledge of worthy and excellent 
things will ſtill add luſtre to your reputation, afford 
ſingular contentment and ſatisfaction to your ſelf, 
ennoble your Soul and enrich your Underſtanding, 
and fit you to do good both in a private and publick 
capacity: Conſequently it will be your intereſt ſo to 
improve the time of your Youth in a diligent purſuit 
of ſuch uſetul Learning, that you may acquire thoſe 
great advantages of being honoured by (at leaſt) 
wiſe and good Men, becoming beneficial to your 
Country, and living with ſatisfaction to your ſelf. 
Let not any difficulty or pains diſcourage you in your 
Studies and undertakings: Conſidering that they'll 
eaſily be conquered by aſſiduous diligence z — that 
hereby you will acquire an habit of conſtancy, which 
Will be of great uſe to you in your ume of action; 
— that the fruits of your labours when imployed on 
uſeful ſubjects, will much more recompence the toil, 
than the Garlands did the Olympic or 1thmian Victors, 
or the ſhort Triumphs did the Reman Generals after 


their dear bought Conqueſts ; and laſtly, that when 
you have made ſome entry, the remainder wilt be 


nothing 


and in both reſpects tend to the honour of God. 
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nothing but delight; the fair proſpect on the top of 
the hill making amends for the difficulty in the aſ- 


cent. Particularly take heed of ſpending your time in 
the Univerſity in idleneſs and vanity ; but be careful 


to improve thoſe opportunities of accompliſhing your 


felf, which you will there enjoy; among others, the 
converſe with the Fellows of the College, whom your 
Station will make your Aſſociates ; by diſcourſe with 
whom in thoſe parts of Learning you proſecute (I mean 


. with ſuch who are both Learned and Communicative, 


as uſually there are many ſuch,) you may render your 
Studies more ſucceſsful. Hearken not to thoſe worſt 
of enemies who inſinuate, that there is no need for 
ſuch as You to ſtudy; and that this is proper only 
for them, who muſt get a livelihood by their Learn- 


ing. Theſe men have mean thoughts of a noble flight 


and advance in Learning, as if its aim was a quarry 
on ſo mean a prey as Riches : Or elſe, becauſe you are 
bleſſed with an ample Eſtate, they envy the enrich- 
ing your Mind with excellent knowledge, as too great 
an addition to your felicity. 

Now, Sir, that you may perſiſt with conſtancy in 
your enquiries after knowledge, and may ſeek after 
ſuch as may be moſt beneficial ; propound to your 
ſelf great and worthy Ends in your undertakings, 


' which will be as a Pole-ſtar, by which you may ſteer, 


and with their direction afford you a cheering influ- 
ence. Now theſe muſt reſpect your ſelf, or others; 
and both terminate in God's glory: And all theſe may 
be attained at the ſame time, and by the ſame ſteps; 
becauſe That knowledge, which will delight and accom- 
pliſh your own mind, may be made beneficial to others, 
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to a Young Gentleman. 7 


1. Deſign your own Accompliſhment, and there- 
with the trueſt Pleaſure : For Knowledge is accom- 
panied with the moſt refined Pleaſure; and the more 
excellent the things we know are, and our knowledge 
the perſecter, the greater will be our delight and com- 
placency. Now ſecing the objects of knowledge are {q 
manifold that no Man can hope to attain an inſight 
into every thing: And in this variety it fares with 
mens Minds as with their Palates; ſome reliſh one 
thing, ſome another : We ſhould chiefly ſtudy thoſe 
things that we find our ſelves moſt fitted for, and de- 
lighted in, if withal they will be uſeful to us, Some 
delight in deep ſpeculations, and in the abſtruſeſt 
knowledge, ſuch as the Mathematics, which withal 
are made highly ſubſervient to the good of mankind, 
But ordinarily Gentlemen are pleaſed with lefs ab- 
ſtruſe and toilſome, and more polite parts of Learns 
ing; ſuch as are acquired with leſs difficulty, more 


immediately ſtrike the fancy, and render their Con- 


verſation more taking with others. Such is Poetry, 
eſpecially Heroic and Dramatic. And indeed this latter, 
I mean the Tragic, may at the ſame time teach us 
while it delights us. But the propereſt ſtudy for a 
Gentleman is Hiſtory; — either that of Natyre, which 
conſiders the works of Creation, and therein the Wiſ- 


dom and Goodneſs of God, which appear in their 


Multiplicity, Variety, Beauty, Uſefulneſs and Subſer- 
vience to each other ; In which. pleaſing Contempla- 


tion we find not only matter for our Adoration of the 
Great Creator, but alſo ſeveral things uſeful to Man- 
kind : — Or elſe that of Providence, delivered in Narra- 


tions both Sacred and Civil, Hiſtories of Nations, and 


the Lives of particular Men; in which much of God's - 
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former, Dr. Brady's, 


8 A Letter of Advice 
Juſtice and Mercy is ſeen, and many excellent docu- 
ments of true Wiſdom are eaſilieſt learned. If your 


genius prompt you to this ſtudy, firſt read ſome gene- 


ral Hiſtory, either that of Sir alter Rawleigh (omit- 
ting at firſt the Controverſial diſcourſes in the 2 
firſt Books) or Dr. Howe!, or ſome other: And 
next to the Sacred Hiſtory contained in the Holy 
Scriptures, read the Affairs of the Grecians and Romans, 
that you may beſt underſtand their other Writings. 
And ſeeing the beſt of the Ancient Latins are Cicero 
and thoſe that lived near his time, get yourſelf well 
acquainted with the great tranſactions of that age, 
and that immediately preceding it, by reading his 
Life; as alſo thoſe of Scipio, Hannibal, Aimilins Pau- 
tus, thoſe of Marius, Sylla, Lucullus, Sertorius, Pom- 
Pey, Ceſar, Craſſus, Cato Uticen. Brutus and M. Anto- 
nius written by Plutarch. The following part of the 
Roman Hiſtory under the Emperors will be found in 
Tacitus, Dio, Suetonius, Herodian, the Auguſte Hiſtoriæ 
Scriptores, Ammianus, and others, But it will be very 
needful to obſerve the great change that followed in 
the declining and ruin of that Empire, made by the 
Goths, Vandals, Saxons, Franks, Hunns, and others, 
which gave beginnings to theſe Weſtern Kingdoms, 
which with ſome alterations continue to this day. 
Among theſe the hiſtory of our own nation chiefly 
pleads for your enquiry into it; and among other 
reaſons, that you may know on what occaſion our 
Laws were enacted. I wiſh I could here recommend 
any one who had written this well. What Daniel did 
(tho too ſhort) is the beſt of thoſe general Col- 
lections, I know of; and ſince the writing of the 


But 
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But in reſpect to ſome parts thereof, Henry the 
VIIch's life is excellently written by the Lord Veru- 
lam. Read alſo Henry the VIIIth's by the Lord Her- 
bert; Queen El:2abeth's by Mr. Cambden; the Hiſtory 
of the Reformation, by Doctor Heylin, and Doctor 
Burnet ;, Sir William Dugdale's Short view, with tome 
others. Beſides theſe, Journals of Parliaments, Let- 
ters of Secretaries of State, State Tryals, ſuch Col- 
lections as that of Mr, Ruſbworth, or any one elſe 
(as Dr. Nalſon s) that hath or ſhall publiſh what He 
hath omitted, will deſerve your reading, when Years, 
Action and Obſervation, ſhall ripen your judgement, 


and whet you to a ſerious peruſal of them. 


Of all Hiſtories thoſe generally are to be moſt va- 
lued who write the Occurrences of their own Time, 
as Thucydides, Xenophon and Polybius among the 


Greeks, and Ceſar, who excellently recorded his own 


Actions, among the Romans; and Joſephus of the 
Deſtruction of the Jews. Such are the later Hiſtori- 
ans, Comines, Guicciardine, Sleidan, Thuanus, Davila. 
But of all Hiſtories, the Lives of Eminent Perſons 
will afford you the greateſt advantage; as the Lord 
Verulam rightly obſerves (Advancement of Learning, 
B. 2. chap. 7.) Chronicles ſeem to excell for Celebrity and 
Name, Lives for Profit and Examples. Afterwards 
he adds; Lives, if they le well written with diligence 
and judgement (for we do not ſpeak of Elogies, and 
fuch flight Commemorations) although they propound unto 
them ſelves ſome particular Per ſon, in whom Allions, as 
well common as ſolemn, ſmall as great, private as pub- 
lick, bave a compoſition and commixture z yet certainly. 
they exhibit more lively and faithful narrations of wats 


bers, and which you may mere ſafely and ſucceſsfully trans- 
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fer into Example. On this reaſon collect whatever Lives 

(you can hear of) of Worthy Men, that are well 

written. Such as the Life of Peiręſt, written by 

Gaſſendus, as alſo that of Tycho Brabe: The Lives of 
Sir Henry Wotton, Dr. Donne, Mr. Hooker, Mr. Her- 

bert, and Biſhop Sander ſon, written by Iſaac Walton: 

The Earl of Rocheſter's and Biſhop Bedell's, by Dr. 

Burnett. 

Before you reid Hiſtory, get an inſight 1 into Geo- 

graphy, eſpecially the knowledge of thoſe Countries 

which have been the ſcenes of ſuch Actions which 

Hiſtories have tranſmitted to us. And when you 

read-the Hiſtory of any particular country, acquaint 
your ſelf with the chief Cities, Rivers and Mountains 
thereof, having the Maps before you. This will ren- 
der the hiſtory more delightful, and beſt fix it in your 
Memory. 

2. Another end which I would have you propound 
to your ſelf, is, to do all the Good you can to others. 
And this, firſt, in a private capacity to your own 
Family, Tenants and Neighbours. I omit here to 
ſpeak of thoſe things which may direct you in preſer- 
ving and imploying your Eſtate, by which you'll 
have the greater ability for works of charity and be- 
neficence. Being learned in the Law, will enable you 
to adviſe your Neighbours and Tenants in their con- 
cerns, and hereby to prevent many inconveniencies 
and ſtreights, into which, through ignorance they 
frequently plunge themſelves; and, to preſerve peace 
among them, by determining their differences without 
Law-ſuits, to their own and others quiet. Gentlemen 
by their knowledge, joined with a peaceable temper, 
and a firm reſolu tion to diſcountenance needleſs con- 
tentions, 
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tentions, have great opportunities of being Peace- 
makers, from which a bleſſing redounds to their 
Neighbours and themſelves. If your genius inclines 
you to Phyfick, you may do great good in adviſing 
ſuch who cannot be at the charge of a Phyſician 
eſpecially in ſtudying the nature and cure bf Fevers, 
and other acute diſtempers, which moſt ordinanly 
befall laborious people, and can worſt admit of de- 
hy. This art makes that part of the Naturaliſt's 
work, which is imployed in diſſection of Bodies, and 
enquiry into Plants and Minerals, moſt valued, be- 
cauſe in this reſpe& moſt uſeful. 

There's another thing that, becauſe tis now ma- 
naged by rude hands, ſeems leſs proper for a Gentle- 
man's thoughts, tho' indeed few things better deſerve 
his conſideration; whether we conſider its antiquity, 
dignity, innocence, the greatneſs of the Perſons, that 
have followed it, its neceſſary uſefulneſs to mankind, 
and its utility to a man's ſelf; and this is Agriculture, 
or improvement of ground by tillage, paſturage, gar- 
dening, &c. All which excellencies are ſo well proved 
by the ingenious Mr. Cowley ( Diſcourſe 4.) to belong 
to it, that I ſhall only add here, that if you by read- 
ing, obſervation and experience attain ſkill herein; 
you ſhall by this moſt honeſt method not only im- 
prove your Eſtate, but enrich your Tenants, when 
by your inſtruction and example they are directed 
and encouraged to make the like improvements. To 
this end 'twill be uſeful to read the Ancients, viz. 
Columella, Varro and Feſtus, who have written on 
this ſubject, but chiefly late writers, as \Harthb, 
Blythe, &c. beſides diſcourſes of Gardening, and 
whatever you can meet with of this kind written 
a | by 


* 


12 A. Letter of Advice. 

by. judicious Perſons. — It will be ſingularly bene- 
ficial to you in Vacation - time, to travel over moſt 
parts of this Kingdom, (as at other times near the 
Univerſities,) having a prudent Guide to help you in 
your Qbſervations ; to take notice of monuments of 
Antiquity, Britiſb, Roman, and Saxon, ſuch as Stone- 
benge, DeviPs Arrows at Borrough-briggs, the remains 
of ſome ancient Camps, &c. which are referr d to in 
Mr. Cambden s Britannia; Alſo the places that have 
been ſcenes of memorable Actions, where Battels have 
been fought, Kings ſlain, and the like; the remarkable 
things of nature, wiuch our iſland is famous for, ſuch 
as the Wonders of the Peak, but chiefly the Minerals, 
Metals or Plants any places are famous for, the com- 
modities of the Soil; as withal, curious Structures 
and pieces of excellent Architecture; uſeful Engines 


for draining or the like ends; Mills for making or 


perfecting Iron, Lead, Tin, &c; Rare Manufatures , 
and, in a word, any thing whether Natural or Arti- 


| fictal, that may tend to advance Trade, or be other- 


wiſe uſeful, eſpecially to the Publick. So likewiſe to 
view places of ſtrength, Harbaurs for ſhips, and 
whatſoever is obſervable concerning them. I'll not add 
any thing of yaur going aboard the Royal Navy, your 
learning the arts of Navigation and Sea. fight, (if in- 
clined hereto,) as being fitter for the next ſtage of 
your life. Of theſe things the advantages are great, 
both to perſons themſelves, and the Commonwealth. 
Hereby their inclinations may be known, their fitneſs 
for this or that particular Office or Imployment, 
wherein they may be ſerviceable to the Nation: 
Hereby likewiſe young Gentlemen will become pub- 
bck ſpirited, and put upon ſtudying what a” > 


-. 


to a Young Gentlenian. IF: 
advantageous to this Kingdom, and to the promoting 
its Trade and Wealth. Further, tis an undervaluing + 
of our Country, as if nothing was in it worthy of ob- 
: ſervation, and expoſes young Gentlemen to the corn 
4 of Foreigners who know otherwiſe ; when they gid-"> 
4 dily haſten to viſit other Countries, before they are 
acquainted with what is obſervable in their own, Be- 
ſides, they are leſs fit to travel and make obſervation. 
in foreign Nations, who have not firſt done it in their 
Native country. —But in all your Travels in England 
or elſewhere, take ſpecial notice of the chief pieces of 
Huſbandry in each Country, in reſpect to their Im- 
provement of barren grounds; bettering what is out 
of heart; draining bogs; deſtroying noxious weeds 3 
ſowing ſome grain or ſeeds that are advantageous in 
themſelves, or at leaſt, to the improving the land on 
which they grew: Alſo their Gardens and Orchards 
the facilitating of Carriages and Ploughs ; and many 
other things, which deſerve to be taken notice of, 
tho' to Many they appear trivial. Kent, and other 
parts near London, uſually afford the choiceſt matter 
for your conſideration in theſe things, tho* in moſt 
Counties ſomething will occur worth your noting. 
3. Propound to your ſelf a readineſs to do good in 
a more Publick capacity, when called to it. In ſome 
caſes you ought not, in point of duty to your Prince 
and Country, to decline acting as a Miniſter of State; 
yet never aſpire after ſuch Offices, in that a privater 
life hath more quiet, and leſs envy and danger ac- 
companying it, and affords many opportunities of 
doing good to others; the having of which is cer- 
tainly the chiefeſt reaſon why wiſe and good men de- 
err great Imployments. But, Sir, endeavour to be 
fitted 
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14 A Letter of Advice 

fitted to ſerve your King and Country in Parliament, 
and as a Juſtice of Peace, as your Anceſtors have 
done. To theſe ends ſuch Books which tend to in- 
form you what are the Laws and Conſtitutions of this 
Kingdom, beſides Hiſtories and Journals before men- 
tioned, call for your peruſal. 

But in order to your more profitable reading books 
of that nature, if in your Youth you ſtudied ſuch 
Authors that conſider the nature of Lats in general, 
of the Law of Nature and Nations, and ſomewhat of 
the Civil or Roman Law, your ſtudies of that kind 
would become more exact and more delightful. 

4- Let the Honour of Almighty God be your chief 
end, to which even all the foregoing ends ſhould be 
made ſubordinate. Account Religious acts as the 
higheſt and nobleſt that Mankind is capable of; and 
the Holy Scriptures, the repofitories of the chiefeſt 
wiſdom and learning. After you have acquainted 
your ſelf with the chief principles of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and the main Duties of your Chriſtian practice; 
(1.) Read ſome of thoſe excellent Apologies that 
have been written by the Ancient Fathers for the 
Chriſtian Religion, or ſuch as were written of late ; 
either Grotius of the truth of Chriſtian Religion, or 
fuch as have been publiſhed in our own language, as 
Dr. Stilling fleet's Origines Sacre, &c. that you may 
not be tempted by the irreligion of this Age, todoubt 
of the exiſtence of God, and immortality of the Soul, 
which are the chief foundations of All Religion; or of 


the truth of the Holy Scriptures, which are the foun- 


dation of the Chriſtian Religion. Tho”, Sir, let me 
withal beg of you, that together with your firm per- 


ſuaſion of the Being of God, you would imprint on 


your 
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your Soul a ſenſe of his Sovereignty, Juſtice, Good- 
neſs, Power, Omniſcience, and other his Divine Per- 
fections; that hereby you may be poſſeſſed with a 

ſerious Awe of his Majeſty, an intenſe Love to him, 
a firm Dependance on him, a diligent care duly and 
rightly to Adore and Worſhip him, and in all things 
to obey his Sacred will and pleaſure. Dr. Scot's 
Chriſtian life, may be exceeding uſeful to all the afore- 
ſaid ends. (2.) Acquaint your ſelf with the grounds 
of the Reformation of the Church of England, both 
in our caſting off the Pope's Supremacy, which was a 
groſs Uſurpation ; and the rejecting of Popiſh Doc- 
trines and corruptions, which are Innovations, and 
have no foundation in Scripture or Antiquity. Ob- 
ſerve likewiſe on what grounds the Government and 
Doctrine of the Church of England ſtands ;. that you 
may become a Patron to it againſt all its Adverſaries, 
and perſiſt firm to its intereſt, whatever oppoſition. 
it may meet with. either from Romaniſts or Separatiſts. 
But, Sir, that your zeal in ſuch caſes may manifeſtly 
appear both to God and Man to be truly Religious, 
let your whole Converſation be framed according to 
the rules of Chriſtianity: And then it may be ſafely 
concluded, that your zeal for Religion is not be- 
cauſe tis conjoined with your ſecular intereſt, but for 
the ſake of Religion it ſelf, as that wherein God's 
honour, and your Soul's welfare are coneerned. As 
God is not mocked, ſo neither will men be fo far 
deceived as to think Such religions (whatever zeal 
they may in ſome caſes exert) who live in Whore- 


dom, Drunkenneſs, Oppreſſion, and the like fins; 
which are inconſiſtent with Religion; or live in the 


neglect, 


16 Letter ef Advice 
neglect, or at beſt an indifferency in the performance 
of religious duties. 

Bear a true reſpect for them who labour in the Word 
and Doctrine, for their Maſter's ſake, as being God's 
Embaſſadors; and for your own ſake, as thoſe that 
watch for the good of your Soul. Whoever acts 
otherwiſe, ſhews that he hath contemptuous thoughts 
of God, when he deſpiſes his Miniſters; and baſe un- 
dervaluing thoughts of his own Soul, when he values 
not them whoſe work it is to ſeek its eternal wel- 
fare. Sir, let the contempt you ſee Others caſt on us, 
makeYou the more zealous in vindicating and aſſert- 
ing our Honour, and ſet others an example, that 
thence they may learn 10 efteem us in love for our 
works ſake, and our Maſter's fake. And ] beſeech you, 
Sir, maintain a worthy man for your Chaplain; that 
the worſhip of God may be upheld in your Family, 
the beſt means of continuing God's bleſſing on it: 
As alfo that you may have always one at hand, 
- whom from your own knowledge of his worth, you 


dare preſent to ſuch Cures which are in your Dona- 


tion; and beſides have at all times a learned perſon 
to converſe with. Here I cannot but recommend to 
you one thing as an object of the chiefeſt Beneficence, 
as reſpecting God's honour, and of the greateſt Cha- 


rity, as tending to fave Men's ſouls; and that is to 


augment poor Vicarages, eſpecially where your Eſtate 
hes. For when you encourage a faithful Paſtor 
among your Tenants, your profit, honour and in- 
ward contentment will thereby be advanced, they 


thereby becoming better Chriſtians, and hence ber- 


ter Men in every relation. 
| In 
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In ſhort, look on your ſelf as God's Steward, and 
your Eſtate intruſted to you to imploy for God's ho- 
nour, and in his ſervice. Now tho' this is done by a 
careful proviſion for your Family, a bountiful, and 
yet ſober Houſe-· keeping, and maintaining Hoſpitali- 
ty; yet it is chiefly done by acts of Charity, ſupply- 
ing the indigent, ſuccouring the diſtreſſed, c. 
Among which, I cannot reckon tliat of relieving wan- 
dering Beggars; but eſteem a care to prevent ſuch, 
by ſetting the poor on work in Tillage, Manufac- 
tures, and the like, among the beſt acts of Charity: 
And, next to that, a care to maintain ſuch who 
through Old Age, Falls, or other Providences are 
diſabled from working; a relieving ſuch, who by 
ſome Calamity have been reduced to miſery ; a ſup- 
plying ſome diligent young perſons in managing of a 
Calling, by lending them Money without Intereſt; 
{ending poor Children to School, and that chiefly that 
they may learn the principles of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, which their Parents cannot, or will not teach 
them. Among other things, be kind to your Tenants 
I mean not the idle and prodigal, but ſuch as are ſo- 
ber, honeſt, and induſtrious, eſpecially if herewith 
they are pious. Encourage them, by aſſiſting them in 
deſigns that are likely to advantage them, relieving 
them on ſome accidental loſs, forgiving them part 
of their Rent in bad years: Such Beneficence will 
redound to your own gain, even in this — 

That you may continue in a Capacit for ſuch 
acts of Charity, as well as on other reaſons, I in- 
treat you, Sir, to avoid theſe following things ; by 
which ſome haye ruined themſelves and their Fami- 

C | hes, 
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hes, as well as have been diſabled from performing 
acts of munificence. 

1. Avoid profuſe Expences, a madneſs which ſome 
of our Gentry have fallen into, eſpecially in London, 
from Gaming, Drinking, Whoring, and the like diſſo- 
lute courſes; by which their deareſt Relations have 
become miſerable, and themſelves reduced to ſuch 
Exigencies, as to fly beyond Sea, ſculk in corners, or 

die in Priſons. 

2. Avoid Negligence in the Management of your 
own Eſtate. Leave not this wholly to Servants, be- 
cauſe this frequently proves detrimental to Gentle- 
mens Profit, their Credit, or both: It being rare to 
find an Eſtate imployed advantageouſly and honour- 
ably, where the Maſter doth not order, inſpect, and 
ſuperintend. Philip de Comines (l. 1. c. 10.) complains 
of young Noblemen being brought up in wantonneſs 
and diſſoluteneſs. They have Governors that diſpoſe of 
all their affairs, but themſelves do nothing. Some there 
are of ſmall Tncomes that glory in ſaying, Speak to my 
Servants, thinking thereby to imitate great Princes. 
But I have often ſeen their Servants ſo make their pro- 
fit of them, that their folly hath thereby appeared to the 
whole World. And if any of them happen at the length 
to look about him, and attend to his own bufmeſs, it is 
ſo late that it ſerveth almoſt to no purpoſe. Make it 
therefore your buſineſs to underſtand your Eſtate, to 

obſerve your incomes and expences, and think it not 
below you to prevent being cheated, and then laughed 
at for your folly. It will be Prudence, weekly to ſet 
apart a few hours to take account of the expences of 
your Family, and to obſerve what is diſburſed to 
Workmen and Labourers in your ſervice; and to 

| Audit 
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Audit your whole Eſtate once in a year at leaſt, if 
not every half year. To fit you for which, as alſo 


becauſe it is of itſelf a noble ſtudy, learn Arithmetic 


and Merchants Accounts betimes. By thus acting 
you will not be tempted to oppreſs others to ſupply 
your own Extravagancies, and to grind your Tenants 
to pay your debts, which you have contracted by ſuch 
courſes, or by your Servants abuſing you : But on the 
contrary, you will have ability to help your neareſt 
Relations, to make proviſion for your Poſterity, to 
be bountiful to your faithful Servants, and to do other 
acts of Beneficence and Charity, as due objects there- 
of are preſented to you. 

Yet I beſcech you, Sir, take heed of an exceſſive 
love of, and too greedy deſires after Wealth. If you 
prize it on any further reaſons, than as it affords you 
proviſion of what is convenient in a ſtate wherein you 
are in a ſearch of future Happineſs, and as it affords 
you arguments to adore the bountiful Giver of them, 
and opportunities of promoting his glory in acts of 
Charity and Munificence ; you are taken in a miſer- 
able ſnare, out of which you will not eaſily extricate 
your ſelf, Every loſs and diſappointment (which will 
frequently happen in things of ſo uncertain a Nature) 
will wound and diſturb your mind. This will put 
you upon indirect courſes to obtain, or however to 
prevent the loſs of what you too much love. Nay, 
it will hinder you from uſing Riches to thoſe ends, 
for which they are chiefly deſirable; J mean, the im- 
ploying them for your own comfort and conveni- 
ence, and the ſupply of others whoſe wants call for 
your Liberality. Take heed likewiſe of preferring 
your own private benefit before the publick intereſt : 
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20 A Leiter of Advice 

*Tis a folly to think, that You ſhall eſcape in a gene- 
ral calamity ; that your Cabbin ſhall be ſecure, when 
the Ship is wrecked. Beſides, the minding of a pri- 
vate intereſt when it thwarts that of the Community, 


argues a baſe, mean Spirit, unworthy of a Gentleman. 


Non nobis ſolum nati ſumus; ortuſque noſtri partem Pa- 
tria vendicat, partem Parentes, partem Amici. Cicer. 
de Offic. 

In order to your doing good to your ſelf and others, 
imploy yourſelf betimes in buſineſs; that you may 
not be averſe from it, nor unfit for the managing 
ſuch affairs, which one in your circumſtances muſt ex- 
pect to meet with, and by which you ſhall continu- 
ally improve in Wiſdom and Dexterity ; eſpecially 
by treating, adviſing, and diſcourſing with wiſe and 
worthy Men. Some Gentlemen have on this reaſon 
procured their Sons to be betimes in the Commiſſion 
for the Peace, and to be elected to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment; as theſe afford great opportunities to inure them 
to buſineſs, and to improve them. Give me leave 
here to tranſcribe a paſſage out of Dr. Scot's Chriſtian 
life, c. 4. p. 280. How plentiful ſoever our outward 
condition may be, it will by no means warrant us either 
to live idly, or to make our Recreations our continual 
Employments; but the more leiſure we have from ſecu- 
lar bufineſs, the greater portions of our time we ougbt 
to conſecrate to Religion. But then our natures being ſa 
depraved as that they cannot dwell long on the ſevere Ex- 
erciſes of our Religion, and yet ſo active as that if in the 


Inter vals of our Religion they be not innocently imployed, 


they will run into miſchief ;, 'tis in our own defence ne- 


ceſſary, how proſperous ſever our condition may be, 


that ue ſhould find out ſome boneſt buſineſs or other ta 
its keep 
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to a Wung Gentleman. 24 
keep our Activity regularly exerciſed. And this will be 
no hard matter for us to do, conſidering how many 
generous, liberal, and ingenuous Employments there arefit 
for Perſons of the higheſt Rank and Condition. They 
may dedicate ſuch Portions of their time to the uſeful 
ſtudies of Philoſophy or Hiſtory, or of the Laws and Cu- 
ſtoms of their own Country; and ſuch to the Inſpection 
of their own Eſtates, or to over- look and govern their 
Families; and fuch to examine the complaints of their 
Tenants, or the neceſſities of their Neighbours, or to ro- 
concile Differences, or to conciliate Love and good Neigh- 
Bour hood among thoſe that are near or under them : Int 
theſe and ſuch like Employments they may innocently ex- 
erciſe their active minds, and thereby not only divert 
themſelves from finful cour ſes, but alſo render themſehves 
uſeful to the World. What follows will deſerve your 
reading. Accuſtom your ſelf therefore xo Buſineſs 
betimes, leſt you contract an averſeneſs to it in the 
time of Manhood and Action. 

Further, Sir, I beſeech you, that you would not 
be influenced by the Examples or Solicitations of 
them you converſe with, to comply with their vicious 
practices. If Perſons of great Birth are intemperate, 

let not this make you to eſteem Drunkennefs leſs un- 
becoming a Chriſtian or a Gentleman, leſs reproach- 
ful, leſs unmanly, or leſs to be abhorred from its un- 
ſeemly Concomitants, and frequently dreadful Con- 
ſequents: Or it ſuch be common Swearers, Deriders 
of whatever is Sacred, or otherwiſe Profane, let 
not their Irreligion or Impiety leſſen your Reverente 
towards the Majeſty of God, or his revealed Will; 
but let their Profaneneſs and Neglects excite in you 
à zeal to promote God's honour, and a care to up- 
hold 
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hold Religion by your Exemplary diligence in God's 
ſervice, If any entice you to fin, think it no more 
rudeneſs to avoid their Company, than to run from 
perſons infected with the Plague, or from Thieves 
or Cut-throats, 

Do not any thing that is baſe, unworthy, = ſin- 
ful, in compliance with any Party to advance your- 
ſelf ; nor act any thing againſt the King and known 
Laws, or that tends to promote any Faction, to gra- 
tity a giddy multitude. Shew your ſelf kind and 
loving to all good and peaceable Chriſtians, tho' they 
may differ in Opinion from you : But (as Solomon 
ſpeaks, Prov. 24. 21.) Meddle not with them that are 
given to change. Never encourage or countenance any 
that foment Factions either in Church or State. 

Do not commit any ſin either to prevent an im- 
pendent Evil, or to acquire ſome deſireable Advan- 
tage; in that God oftentimes in his wiſe Providence 
makes ſinful actions thus deſigned to produce con- 
trary Effects, ſo as to bring the Evil you feared and 
would have averted, and to diſappoint the Good you 
hoped for and ſought after. I ſhall not need to mind 
.you of what befel David, or other Inſtances record- 
ed in the Holy Scriptures, when other Hiſtories ſup- 
ply us with examples. When Fabius Maximus (as 
Plutarch tells us in his Life) had taken Tarentum by 
the Treachery of a Brutian, he endeavoured to kill 
all the Brutians within the City, as well as that par- 
ticular Perſon to whom he was obliged for this Ac- 
queſt; that he might not be rob'd of the glory of 
the Action, but that it might be thought the effect 
only of his Valour and Conduct. Now this Cruelty, 
2 and Falſhood being diſcovered (and ſuch 
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ſeldom lie hid) is the greateſt ſtain to his Reputation 
of any thing that is recorded of him; and not only 
robs him of his honour in the recovery of Tarentum, 
but alſo gives juſt occaſion to ſuſpect that his other 
Actions were not guided by ſuch generous Principles 
as might otherwiſe have been imagined. 

In order to improve in Virtue and Wiſdom, each 
night ſeriouſly reflect upon what you have done, and 
what favours you have received from God the day 
paſt. Whatever you obſerve that hath been ſinful, 
confeſs it to God with ſorrow, beg pardon for it, and 
reſolve againſt it : Whatever you find that hath been 
imprudent, for the future cautiouſly avoid it : What 
hath been well done, render thanks to God for his 
bleſſing, ſtrengthening and directing you therein; as 
alſo for other favours vouchſafed to you, 

I will add my Prayers to the fountain of all mercies, 
that he would be pleaſed betimes to ſeaſon your mind 
with pious holy Principles, and bleſs your ſtudies and 
others endeavours for your accompliſhment in uſeful 
Learning and Virtue, that you may become an orna- 
ment to your Family, a bleſſing to your Country, 
an inſtrument for God's Glory, and that you may 
enjoy the Comfort of your well-ſpent life, both here 


and hereafter : This is the hearty and earneſt re- 
queſt of, IS 


Sr, 


ur &c 


24 


DIRECTIONS 


TO 


Young Students in the Univerſity. 


1. VALUE your time and each portion of it, 

as that which being paſt can never be re- 
called: and therefore take care to improve every 
part thereof to God's honour, the accompliſhing your 
ſelves, and doing good to others; all which may be 
at the ſame time effected, in that the hours you ſpend 
in recreating your ſelves may be imployed for your 
accompliſhment. Be careful of your younger years, as 
thoſe which tend to make you good, learned, and uſe- 
ful Men: And chiefly, take care of that time which 
you ſpend in the Un:verfity: Not only that you may 
anſwer the ends of your Parents coſt, and the Foun- 


- der's bounty; but alſo as thoſe places afford ſuch op- 


portunities of improving your ſelves; which, if you 


let ſlip, you are never likely to enjoy the ſame elſe- 


where in all reſpects to your advantage: I mean, 
what you have from the care and inſtruction of Tu- 
tors, the variety of Exerciſes, the excitement you 
have from the Example and encouragement of others, 
the benefit of Converſe with ſuch that ſtudy, and 
ſuch that teach each part (almoſt) of good literature, 
and (if Graduates) the advantages of Libraries. When 
therefore you are at your ſtudy, intend your minds 


therein, and ply it with the greateſt diligence. If you 


find your ſelves indiſpoſed for ſuch ſtudies which re- 
quire intenſeneſs of mind, divert your felt by read- 
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Young Students in the Univerſity, 25 
ing Hiſtory, Poetry, or ſomewhat elſe that may de- 
light, and yet withal profit you. Or, if of that ſtand- 
ing that you may be admitted to publick Libraries, 
go thither ; if it be for no other end but to acquaint 
your ſelves with Authors, that write of ſuch Subjects, 
which the courſe of your Studies make it fit for you 
to know: Tho' withal you may happen on ſome 


Book, that may be of more advantage to you, than 


what you was reading in your own Study, and find 
that time moſt beneficially ſpent. Such times like- 
wiſe may be ſpent in writing letters, diſpatch of your 
own or friends buſineſs, copying over your own com- 
poſures, or in Miſical diverſions, if not troubleſome 
to others. One occaſion of loſs of time is from Viſi- 
tants, (who often rob perſons of this, which is moſt 
precious) to prevent which, enter into diſcourſe with 
them about thoſe parts of Learning, in which they 
have been moſt converſant ; by which you gratify 
them, and benefit your ſelves : Or, if they be infe- 
nors, talk of that about which they are ſtudying ; by 
which as you help them, ſo you clear Ty own no- 
tions and conceptions. 

2. Have withal a ſpecial regard to your Health; 
without which your life will be uncomfortable, and 
your ſelves leſs uſeful, To this end be Temperate, 
and withal careful to uſe fit Recreations z ſuch as tend 
to ſtir the Body. Spend ſome time after Dinner in 
walking abroad, (if Weather permit;) however dif- 
courſing with one or more, that carry on the ſame 
ſtudies with your ſelves; by which you may clear 
each others Notions, and fix what you have read in 
your memories; and hereby make that time become 
exceedingly adyantageous to you. If, in Summer, you 
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in the Fields obſerved Plants; in IV/inter, if you 
diſſected ſometimes an Eye, ſometimes the Heart, 
ſometimes the Brain of ſome large Animal, or ſome 
other part as may be moſt ſubſervient to your own 
and others Studies, &c. there would be no loſs of 
thoſe hours, which your health, regard to your Head 
and Eyes, will not permit you to imploy in Reading 
or Writing. Going in Term-time to Diſputations in 
the Schools will be a profitable employment of that 
Time. | 

As Riding ſometimes abroad will conduce to your 
health; ſo, if it be in the Company of learned and ob- 
ſerving perſons, by noting any Rarities of Nature or 
Art, any Monuments of Antiquity, neat picces of 
Architecture, or the like; this may improve you. 

3. Be conſtant at the Publick Prayers in the Chapel; 
not only that by your early riſing, the Morning 
may not be loſt; but alſo that hereby you may pro- 
cure God's Bleſſing on your ſtudies and undertakings, 
and advantage your ſelves both as Chriſtians and 
Scholars, by hearing the Scriptures then read, and the 
Exerciſes there performed. The Scriptures will profit 
you, both from the Divine matter and Authentick 
Hiſtory therein contained, it you diligently obſerve it; 
and what you obſerved not before, reflect thereon at 
your return to your Chamber, and (if difficult) con- 
ſult ſome Annotations or Commentaries about it. You 
will profit alſo in reference to the Languagt, if you carry 
the Hebrezy and Greek along with you, minding theſe 


diligently while you hear them read in your own lan- 


guage, and ſearch afterwards for the full import and 
ſignification of ſuch words you were formerly unac- 
quainted with, This laſt advantage ſuch may have, 
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Young Students in the Univerſity, 27 
who are learning French, Italian, or other Languages, 
if they take with them Bibles in thoſe tongues. 

4. Take heed of all Errors in your fir} years in 
the Univerſity, both in your Exerciſes and Scholaſti- 
cal performances, as alſo in your carriage and de- 
meanour; in that ſuch ſlips often wound your Re- 
putation, and thence hinder your preferment, and 
tend exceedingly to diſcourage you in your future 
undertakings. As Sir H. Wotton ſpeaks in his third 
Aphoriſm : He ſeldom ſpeeds well in his courſe, that 
fumbles at his firſt ſetting forth. And a little after; 
I have known ſome, who, attended with much expect- 
ation at their firſt appearing, have ſtained their Credit 
toit h ſome negligent performance, fall into irrecoverable, 
diſlike with others, and hardly eſcape deſpair of them- 
ſelves. In all your publick performances put forth 
your whole ſtrength, uſe the Aſſiſtance and Advice of 
others; and in Declamations, or ſuch Exerciſes where 
every word 1s penned, let ſome, who have better 
judgments than your ſelves, view them, and ſhew 
you what is amiſs, that you may correct it. 

5. To this and higher ends, get the acquaintance 


of ſome prudent and faithful Friend; whom you 


muſt requeſt to obſerve your Demeanor, and to be 
free in cautioning, reproving, and counſelling you, 
as occaſion Gr Prize ſuch a one, and let his free- 
dom with you increaſe your Eſteem and Love to- 
wards him, Value him much if he be aſſiſtant to 
you in your ſtudies, and improving in his diſcourſe 
with you; in that you may learn more by Convetſe 
with ſuch, than by formal Lectures: But value him 
chiefly, if his precepts and example tend to influence 
your Minds, and to make you better Men. The en- 
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joying the Society of ſuch uſeful friends, is one of the 


great advantages of the Univerſities. As the Tutor 
| ſhould at firſt ſuit each of his Pupils, as well as he 


can, with a convenient companion; ſo ſhould they 
afterwards (with their Tutors advice) chooſe for 
themſelves. Biſpop Wilkins (Serm. 8th,) having ſhewn 
the uſefulneſs of Aſſociations for particular ends, men- 
tions Univerſities and Colleges in reſpect to obtain- 


ing Learning; then adds, Tis not eaſy to expreſs what 


great advantage might be obtained, if Men would but 
fiudy to make the right uſe of mutual converſe. We 


may ſee daily, eſpecially by late Experience, bow Men 


of common and low breeding, being called out to ſuch 


imployments, wherein they have been neceſſitated ta put 
forth themſelves in a more than ordinary way of con- 


ver/ing together, and debating of bufineſs with one an- 
other ; how ſtrangely their parts are heightened, how ju- 
dicious and nimble they grow at bufineſs, how ready at 
diſcourſe : Whereas a Bookiſh Man, that ſpends the 


greateſt part of bis time in reading and ſtudy, doth not 


know more: Or if he ſhould, yet is he leſs fit for thoſe 
Aftions and Buſineſſes, to which his Knowledge ſhould 
be applyed. And therefore the great and aftive Men 


of the World, bave looked upon knowledge thus acquired - 


as Pedantry, which rendered a man unfit for any great 


imployment. Having named the Prejudices, that have 


from hence been entertained againſt the Univerſities, 
and the unreaſonableneſs of them; he adds: Zet it 


tannot be denied, but that we our ſelves may give tod 
much occaſion to. fuch Prejudices, by not improving all 
the helps we haue to the beſt purpoſes. Of the uſeful. - 


neſs of Diſcourſe, and the unuſefulneſs of Bookiſh- 
meh, ach it, ſee the ingenious Winter- Evenings 
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Young Students in the Univerfity. 29 
Conference, p. 50, 51, 52. Til only add, that ir will 
not only be convenient, now, in all your ſtudies to join 
therewith Converſe with others about the things you 
read; but alſo, afterwards, in whatever courſe of liſe 
you undertake, When we jo Speculation and Prat- 
tice, Experience and Converſe with our reading, this 
is the way to render us truly accompliſhed. by 

6. Be conſtant at your Tutor's Lefures, as alſo- 
thoſe in the Hall. For tho' they may ſometimes be 
too ſuperficially performed, yet you may receive 
great Good by them. Among other advantages, this- 
is not to be lighted; that you being examined there, 
will be emboldened thence to anſwer, when you are 
Candidates at Elections for College Preferments, as , 
alſo for your Degrees. But the beſt way to make ck 
Lectures beneficial, is to recollect what hath been 
read, immediately upon your return from them; ei- 
ther by your ſelf, or rather with another, who hath 

together with your ſelf heard them. The ſame courſe 

would render Sermons advantageous to a higher end 
and purpoſe. 

7. F requent Declamations both in the College and 
Schools; as it is an excellent Exerciſe, and the good 
performances of others will be a Spur to your ſelves. 
Often employ your ſelves therein, and take thoſe re- 
markable paſſages you meet with in reading Hiſtory,” 


with all the conſiderable ——— of the ſtory; « 
which will afford you fit arguments for your Dif- 
. courſes. In this exerciſe we ſhould make it our buſi- 
neſs to alter men's Judgments, to make them favour®® 
the cauſe we defend with ſolid, or at leaſt plauſible” I 
Reaſoning, and to work upon their AﬀeRtions. Con- 

* ſequently 
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ſequently thoſe that make it their buſineſs to tickle 
Men's (or rather Boys) Fancies, (tho' a ſmall inter- 
mixture of ſomewhat of this kind may have its uſe) 


propound wrong ends to themſelves in this Exerciſe, 


For in truth, a right performance hereof is of ſpecial 
uſe to Men in the future courſe of their lives, as it 
fits them to ſpeak as Advocates, Preachers, &c. And 


hence it is good, not meerly to Pen Exerciſes of this 


kind; but alſo ſometimes, after a due conſideration of 
what is fit to be ſpoken on a ſubject, to expreſs your 
ſelves ex tempore. Was this done to ſome ſpecial 
Friend at firſt, to whom you might ſpeak with con- 


 fidence, and afterwards to more; you might hence 


be able to ſpeak aptly on any Subject pro re natd : 
And hence be fitted for buſineſs of ſeveral kinds in 


the courſe of your life. I cannot but mention the ob- 


ſervation of Biſhop Filkins, a Perſon of great Pru- 


dence and Sagacity, (Serm. 8th.) That ability of a 
ready, voluble, popular Rhetoric, is that wherein ſtu- 
dious and retired men are commonly defective, and yet 
it is neceſſary in all kind of Imployment. He therefore 
would have it promoted in the Univerſities; and 
certainly tis beſt done by ſuch Methods. 

8. Take heed of being Diſcouraged, becauſe you 
find/your natural abilities leſs quick, than thoſe of 
others you converſe with, and to whoſe performances 
you are witneſſes : In that many times ſuch as are 
of lower Wits and Apprehenſions, at length prove 
learned and moſt uſeful Men. For Theſe, depending 
not on the Endowments of nature, which others too 
often relie on; become more aſſiduous in ſtudy, and 


thehce the more accompliſhed, * Beſides, ſuch as are 
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| naturally lower parted, catching not things ſo — 


ly as others, take pains to clear their notions to them- 
ſelves; and hereby are oftentimes beſt fitted clearly 
and plainly to deliver themſelves to the Capacity of 
the generality of mankind, and ſo became moſt emi⸗ 
nently uſeful Men. 

9. When there is no Man can hope to be . 
ed with all kinds of excellent and uſeful Learning. 
in that no Man ought to preſume of years or abili- 
ties for it; it concerns you, when you have ſpent four 
or five years in the Univerſity, to Reſolve, if not-on 
a Calling, (which will be then convenient z) yet upon 
ſome particular deſign of knowledge, that ſhould chiet- 
ly be intended by you; and towards the perfecting of 
which, other Learning ſhould' be made ſubſervient; 
and conſequently ſuch chiefly ſhould be proſecuted 
by you, which may moſt immediately aſſiſt you in 


your main deſign. In your choice pitch on ſuch Learn-„ 


ing, which may be ſerviceable to your ſelves, and uſe- 
tul to the World. 


10. Take heed of the two extreams of over mn 
Credulity on one hand, ſo as to be eaſily turned by 


every one you conſult or read; and, on the other 


hand, ſtubborn Dogmatizing, and ſtiff adhering to your 
own Sentiments, whatever Reaſon may be propound- 
ed to the contrary : Both of theſe having their mani- 
teſt Inconvenience and Vanity attending them, Learns 
ers indeed muſt at the firſt believe their Teachers; 
and it is almoſt neceſſary at the firſt entrance upon 
any part of Learning, to take things on truſt : Hows, 
ever, it becomes us afterwards to ſearch into the Rea- + 
ſons of things, and to ſuſpend our full aſſent till our 


underſtandings are ſatisfied of the grounds why Wer 
aſſent 
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aſſent to them. Neither is it always enough, that there 
ſeems a good Foundation of Science; in that ſome- 
what that is weak and rotten may be built thereon: 
For we may obſerve, that when ſome Wiſe and 
Learned Men have by due ſearch found out ſome- 
what worthy of Obſervation, and ſuch as might be 
improved to good purpoſes; others have built idle 
fuperftruftures upon it. As when it was truly obſerv- 
ed, that the Heavenly Bodies have influence on the 
Earth; not only the Sun in its many excellent effects, 
but alſo the Moon in the flux and reflux of the Sa; 
others have hence affixed manifold other effects to 
theſe and other Heavenly Bodies, and ſuppoſed that 
all the various Circumſtances and Changes of Men's 
Lives, and the Alterations in States and Kingdoms, 
and other things might hence be foretold : And 
therefore have not only fancied ſeveral virtues of the 


Planets, but alſo a precarious ſuppoſition of the 12 


Houſes; neither of which have any Foundation in 
Nature, and yet are the Foundation of Fudiciary 
Afrology. Other vanities of the like nature might be 
inſtanced in; as alſo how ſome Men have been too 
forward in deducing; however, too dogmarical in 
impoſing on others, Concluſions drawn from certain 
Experiments. Theſe indeed, if probable, are uſefully 
propoſed, that others may examine what truth there 
is in them, but ought not to be delivered as undoube- 


ed Axioms. 
11. Whatever thing you meet with in your Read- 


Ing, or receive in your Converſe with others, and yet 


ſeems very conſiderable, and poſſibly of good uſe, if 
true; preſently ſet it down; but chiefly impart it, and 
ſcout e of it with others who are moſt likely to in- 

form 
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form you in that thing, that from them you may 
know, or with them examine ” truth and reality, or 
at leaſt the probability thereof; ſo that you may not 
rejef? it, becauſe it is ſtrange to you, nor yet believe 
it with a too caſy Credulity *. 

12. When you diſcourſe with another in any part 
of Learning, and on trial find him not only ignorant 
therein, but withal conceited and paſſionate, : imme- 
diately break off your Diſcourſe ; in that you are not 
likely to inſtruct him, nor he to advantage you : Eſpe- 
cially when you will loſe both your Time, and the 
Quiet and Tranquility of your Spirit, by arguing with 
ſuch a one. For it is a folly to be earneſt in main- 
taining a known Truth, when we find, we are not 
able to convince him with whom we diſpute, as be- 
ing invincibly prejudiced, and withal, furious and 
paſſionate ; Eſpecially if the Victory will be of no ad- 
vantage either to them that hear us, or to him with 
whom we argue; but on the contrary, tends to em- 
bitter his Spirit, and alienate his Affections. Neither 
will ſuch arguing profit your ſelves, as it might in 
other Caſes, by exerciſing your own Reaſons, and 
clearing your Notions in enquiry after Fruth; in that 
the fire of Paſſion yields much ſmoke, but no Light. 

13. Take care (as much as may be) that all your 
Knowledge and Reading may ſerve for Uſe, to make 
you wiſe and good Men, and ſerviceable in the World. 
It is too mean an End of acquiring Knowledge meer- 
ly to ſatisfy our ſelves, and to gratify our own Cu- 
rioſity, in which likewiſe we frequently fail: But it 
is a meaner project with our Collections out of learn- 
ed Men's Writings to make a vain Oſtentation of our 

See Williss Preface to his Book de Fermentat. et Fabrib. 
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reading to pleaſe ſome, amuſe others, and to profit 
few or none. But when we read Books, whereby we 


improve in Wiſdom, er (as one expreſſes it) feed our 


Minds, inform our Judgments, inſtruct and direct 
our Conſciences, rectify our Wills; whereby we be- 
come more Honeſt, Wile, and Reſolute; this is an 
excellent end of Learning. But much more, if toge- 
ther with this we endeavour to make that knowledge 
we have acquired, advantageous to the good of others; 
by making our ſelves fit for worthy Employments 
in Church or State, or employing our Learning for 
the advancing of ſome Publick Good; which may 
be done many ways, too many to be here recited. 
Fll add; thus to act will be the beſt means to free 
Learning from the imputation of Pedantry ; when 
ſuch become Better, Wiſer, and more Uſeful Men 
in the World, than others are. Retiredneſs for many 
years in a College, is confeſſed to unfit Perſons for 
buſineſs; unleſs there employed in that excellent 


work of careful Tuition” and Inſtruction of young 


Scholars, frequent Preaching in or near the Univer- 
ſicies, public Reading in ſome noble Science or Pro- 
feſſion, or ſomewhat elle that makes them profitable 
Members of the Society wherein they live, or pre- 
pares them to be uſeful in ſome other ſtation in the 


world. Reading and Practice together is that, which 


renders any truly accompliſied. Read fuch Books 
as may teach you true Wildom, ſuch as ſnew how 
to form the manners of Youth; as ſome late Treatiſes 
of Education. But eſpecially the Lives of Excellent 
Men, that are well written, have a great tenden- 
cy to make us Wiſe and Virtuous; teaching us, how 
0 emen our ſelves by the Examgles of Others. 
Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, Seeing that the fear of the Lord is the 
higheſt Viſdom, and to depart from Evil is Undenſtand- 
ing; — that Religion 1 is the greateſt Prudence, as that 
which intereſts us in God's favour ; — is the means 
to enjoy fo much Happineſs as is atfainable in this 
Life, and Eternal Felicity in another World; let this 
be chiefly minded, as the One thing neceſſary. For 
this purpoſe I doubt not but that your Tutor will 
endeavour to work in your hearts a fear of God, an 
awe of the Divine Majeſty, a ſenſe of his all- ſeeing 
Eye, of his Almighty Arm, and of his laſt Judgment; 
as alſo of his infinite goodneſs, his readineſs now to 
aſſiſt and bleſs us in our worthy undertakings, and 
and hereafter eternally to reward us. He will incul- 
cate ſuch Truths, as may be excitements to a holy 
Chriſtian Life, and preſervatives from fin. He will 
confirm you in the belief of the great Principles of 
all Religion, the Exiſtence and Perfectians of God, and 
immortality of the Soul; and in that which is the great 
foundation of the Chriſtian Religion, the Divine Au- 
thority of the Holy Scriptures. He will put into your 
hands, to this end, ſuch excellent Vindications of theſe, 
as in this laſt Age have been publiſhed. Withal, 
he will put you upon the Worſbip of God, both in 
private and publick, and direct you in the manner 
of performing it: by recommending to your ſerious 


| peruſal ſuch Books, as may be helps to you in the 


fervice of God. That you may demean yourſelves 
aright in each part of the Publick Prayers, and bring 
Affections with you ſuitable to that Sacred Imploy= 
ment of adoring the King of Heaven; he will ſhew 
you alfo, the neceſſity and uſefulneſs of Private Pray- 
fr, and ſecret Addreſſes at the T hrone of Grace, to 
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acknowledge thoſe perſonal mercies, both conſtant 
and extraordinary favours, that God hath vouchſafed 
to you; to confeſs your particular Offences, which 
you have committed againſt God; and to beg 
ſtrength againſt particular Temptations, the confirm- 
ing of Graces which are moſt weak, and the ſub- 
duing ſuch vicious Habits which you find moſt pre- 
valent in your ſelves; as alſo, for obtaining Bleſſings 
which concern this preſent Life. He will adviſe you 
to a frequent Reffection on the Mercies you receive 
from God, as the matter of your daily Praiſes; and 
of your daily Failings, as matter of your Confeſſion, 
and of requeſts to God for aſſiſtance againſt the like 
ſins. He will ſhew you how this practice is a means 
to preſerve your Integrity, to grow in Grace, and in 
a word, to become excellent Chriſtians. He will put 
you upon frequent Communicating of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt in the Lord's Supper, in obedience 
to Chriſt's Command, in compliance with the Ex- 
ample of the firſt and beſt Chriſtians, and for the 
great advantage thence redounding to your ſelves. 
Do not wonder at me for urging this matter, 
when the happineſs of ſo many young Men, the ho- 
nour of God, the retrieving of Piety, and the wel- 
fare of the Church of God in this Kingdom, ſo much 
depend upon the ſeaſoning of the Minds of the chief- 
eſt of our Youth with Religious Principles. This is 
the beſt means to make the Church of England a 
flouriſhing Church, when hereby it ſhall have truly 
pious Perſons for its Paſtors, and its Patrons. No- 
thing ſooner haſtens the ruin of any Churcl!'s peace 
and welfare, than the Impiety and Diſſoluteneſs of 


ts Clergy; becauſe ſuch cannot feriouſly perſwade to 
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Holineſs, which they are ſtrangers to; and however, 
have no ground to hope for any good effects of their 
perſwaſions; when their lives oppoſe their Doctrine: 
When wichal Atbeiſtical Perſons hence take occaſion 


to traduce a Church, that its Revenues may become 


their prey; and facticus Perſons to repreſent perſonal 
Crimes as the Errors of the Conſtitution, to with- 
draw its Members from their Obedience and Sub- 
jection. And certainly then, nothing can better pre- 


vent this, than the early infuſing of Religious Prin- 


ciples into the chief of the Lazty, and eſpecially the 
Candidates of the Miniſtry. Nothing withal can more 
tend to preſerve this Kingdom in Peace and Tran- 
quility, than to implant the fear of God in the Hearts 
of young Gentlemen; whereby they will be ſubje# to 
the higher powers, faithful, loyal, and obedient for 
Conſcience ſake ; and maintain ſuch a Chriſtian cou- 
rage, as not to proſtitute their Conſciences to ad- 


vance themſelves to Eſtates or Grandeur, or through 


Covetouſneſs, or Ambition, or other vile luſts to di-- 


ſturb or betray the Kingdom's Happineſs and Tran- 
quility. 
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